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HOLY WEEK 
 

Palm Sunday, March 25 
8:00am Passion Narrative and Eucharist 

9:15am Palm Cross folding in Ascension Hall 
10:00am Liturgy of the of Palms in Sundial Garden,                                                     

Passion Narrative and Eucharist 
 

Weekdays in Holy Week 
12:05pm Holy Eucharist in Chapel 

 

Maundy Thursday 
12:05pm Healing Eucharist in Chapel 

5:30pm Eucharist and Ritual Stripping of the Altar in Nave 
 

Good Friday 
12:05pm Good Friday Liturgy in the Nave 
5:30pm Stations of the Cross in the Nave 

 

Holy Saturday 
9:00am Holy Saturday Liturgy in the Chapel 

 
 

April 2019 Church of the Ascension 

Triduum 
 
As humans we mark time in sever-

al ways.  Birthdays, Anniversaries, 

and New Year’s Day are a few of 

the ways we mark time according 

to the calendar.  Most everyone I 

know has some sort of device or 

watch in which they mark the time 

of day.  We also mark time through 

significant events like D-day or 

Pearl Harbor for older generations 

and 9/11 for younger ones.  We 

may even mark time by the acqui-

sition of possessions—when we 

bought a house or what dog we 

had at the time.  

 As Christians we have a few ways 

of marking time as well.  But the 

main way we mark time is by the 

liturgical year.  Christmas is al-

ways on a set date, December 25, 

and four Sundays before that is the 

start of Advent.  Advent is the be-

ginning of a new year in the Chris-

tian calendar and thus we always 

begin our year oriented to the an-

ticipation and expectation of 

Christ’s incarnation and second 

coming.  The rest of the year is ori-

ented by the date of Easter.  Ash 

Wednesday is 46 days before East-

er and the Day of Pentecost is 50 

days after.  Though Christmas be-

gins our church year, the rest of 

our year is oriented around Jesus’s 

resurrection.  It makes sense if you 

think about it, the two dates that 

anchor our church year are signifi-

cant to the two theological con-

cepts we value most—incarnation 

and resurrection—and though 

these two dates keep us anchored 

in a broad sense to church time, 

there are other, more detailed 

ways we mark time as well. 

One of those detailed means of 

marking time is triduum.  Triduum 

is the three-day liturgical ob-

servance of the death and resur-

rection of Jesus Christ.  It begins 

with Maundy Thursday through 

Good Friday and ends with The 

Great Vigil of Easter.  It marks the 

time from the Last Supper to the 

Empty Tomb.  The readings on 

Maundy Thursday and Good Fri-

day both come from John and of-

fer us theological insight as well as 

tell the story.  The Easter readings 

reflect whichever lectionary cycle 

year we are currently reading (this 

year is C, so we will read Luke).  

The retelling of this story helps us 

to remember the most significant 

event of the Christian faith.  The 

retelling of this story within the 

context of the triduum, invites us 

to do more than simply remember, 

but to re-embody the story in life-

giving and inspired ways.   

Holy Week is designed to draw us 

into the story of Jesus’s death and 

salvific act.  In trying to help peo-

ple embrace the sense of Holy 

Week’s importance, Palm Sunday 

is a reminder not only of Jesus’s 

triumphal entry but immediately 

points us to his death.  In many 

ways, that is a helpful arrangement 
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as we connect Jesus’s entry into Jerusalem 

with the events that will bring about his death.  

In other ways, it is not as helpful, we are not 

drawn into the build-up of the Jesus experi-

ence in Jerusalem instead presenting the 

events as a rapid succession, immediacy that 

disconnects us from the more measured build

-up as Jesus interacts with the people, his dis-

ciples, and the political authority.  The ob-

servance of the triduum is a correction to this 

dilemma.  It allows us to take our time in ob-

servance of each of the major movements that 

lead to Jesus’s death and resurrection. 

By observing the movements of the triduum, 

we not only hear the story, we allow it to soak 

into us and deeply entrench itself into our un-

derstanding and experience of Jesus.  That 

immersion is the way we begin to embody the 

story.  As sensual people, that embodiment is 

known through the sensory participation we 

experience in the liturgy.  The stripping of the 

altar on Maundy Thursday helps us to strip 

our own souls in preparation of the grief and 

joy to come.  The bareness of the Good Friday 

liturgy with its prayers and Passion narrative 

encourage our grief as we take on Christ’s suf-

ferings, reminding us that life is not meant to 

be only happiness but a blend of pain and joy 

that we navigate in hopes of finding peace.  

Finally, The Great Vigil of Easter begins in 

darkness and despair, our hopes have been 

depleted, our joy is remiss, and yet a new light 

is sparked and begins to spread.  In our hearts 

we begin to wonder if it is even possible and 

then as the light continues to emerge our 

hopes are renewed and all that was lost is 

found.  We turn all the lights on in the church, 

ring bells, and shout our Alleluias—Jesus 

Christ has risen today! 

Too often liturgy becomes static for us be-

cause when the right becomes rote it goes 

wrong.  Liturgy is designed for renewal of life, 

it is to encourage and engage us in the Jesus 

movement.  All the words and actions are 

there, but we have to get involved; we have to 

embody the liturgy as an act of worship, as the 

means of deepening our relationship with our 

Lord and Savior.  Triduum is an opportunity 

to remind ourselves of that—of how vital our 

communal worship is in telling the experien-

tial story of Jesus Christ.  Part of the church’s 

responsibility is to tell the story; to go out and 

make disciples of Jesus Christ.  No one is go-

ing to want to listen, much less buy into a sto-

ry that has no feeling.  We can tell the short 

version, the Palm Sunday version and do a 

good job in the telling; but to truly embody 

that story, to understand that story in all of its 

power and possibility we must do more than 

tell it, we must experience it.  That is the op-

portunity the triduum provides.   

This Holy Week we will tell that story in all of 
its power and glory starting with Maundy 
Thursday at 5:30pm.  Though we won’t enact 
the foot washing, there are several churches in 
the area who will, including Grace, Mt. Meiggs 
at 7pm.   We will continue our observance of 
triduum on Good Friday at 12:05.  The Great 
Vigil of Easter concludes Holy Week at 
7:35pm on Saturday night with the Encore! 
men’s musical group.  Keeping with ancient 
custom, the new day begins at sundown which 
is why we can celebrate our Easter joy on Sat-
urday night instead of having to wait until 
Sunday morning.   

We tell the story every year from Palm Sunday 
through Easter; the triduum helps us to em-
body that story making it part of us and giving 
it life year after year.  That is what it means to 
mark time—not simply checking off day after 
day, year after year as life moves onward but 
recognizing the milestones and giving them 
meaning through there joyous celebration and 
reverent observance.  That is what Jesus 
makes us responsible for—not simply telling 
the story but living into the story year after 
year, lifetime after lifetime as the Kingdom of 
God expands upon the earth. 

Light and Life, 
Candice+  
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TRANSFORMING   GENEROSITY 

2019 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE (As of 3/28/19): 
 

171 Pledges totaling $908,146.00 
2019 Pledges Collected To-date: $310,990.11 

 

Thank you to those who have made a pledge! If you have not done so, 
pledge envelopes are available in the Parish Office or you can contact 
Tracy at thinton@coascension.org. Pledges are important not only in 
properly budgeting for the church, but in our growth and transformation 
as we give to God to partner with God in doing his work in the world. 
 

Have you considered Church of the Ascension in your estate planning? 
For more information, contact Tracy in  the Parish Office.  

VESTRY  

 

 

2019 

Scott Bamman, 

Senior Warden 

Paul Davis 

Richard Norris 

Chris Smith 

 

2020 

Andrew Akin,  

Junior Warden 

Laura Brendle 

Susan Copeland 

Henry Weatherly 

 

2021 

Brittney Calhoun 

Lacy Gibson 

Sissy Speirs 

Mr. Glenn Sylvest 

 

Robert Gould, 

Treasurer 

 

Matt Bledsoe, 

Clerk of the Vestry 
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Be the Light! 
Lighting for Special Services 

If you came to the Advent Procession or the Epiphany 
service, you saw the beautiful up-lights that we rent-
ed.  The cost of each light is $200.  We would like to 
buy 10 of these lights, which will be used for a wide 
variety of services. 
  
Would you like to sponsor a light?  If so, send your do-

nation to Tracy, marked "Special Lighting."  

Easter Vigil 
Saturday, April 20 

7:35 pm 
Bring a bell 

Incense will be offered 
 

Easter Sunday 
Rite I Eucharist 7:30am 

Children’s Festival Eucharist 9:00am  
Festival Eucharist 11am 

 

Egg Hunt Easter Day  
Following the 9am service 
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EASTER HAPPENINGS 

Easter Flowers & Decoration 

Envelopes now in pews 

             Deadline: Monday, April 15 
 

Each Easter season, Ascension offers the opportunity to remember 
loved ones through donations to the flower fund, which provides 
flowers and other decorations in the Church for Easter services. 

If you wish to make a donation to this fund, please complete the 
information on the provided envelopes and make checks payable to 
Altar Guild-Church of the Ascension (earmark for Easter Flowers). 

Parish Work Day 

Saturday, April 13 
8:00am 

 

Please join us for our annual 
Parish Work Day on Saturday, 
April 13 at 8:00am. While 
there's plenty of work to be 
done outside, we'll also have 
palm folding and other 
"inside" tasks, as well.  Sam is 
set to grill his annual Parish 
Work Day lunch, so make 
plans to join us!  

Easter Dinner 

Sunday, April 21 follow-
ing 11:00am Service 

$40 per person 
 
Church of the Ascension 
will host Easter Dinner 
prepared by Cara Core-
ale and Brett Hall fol-
lowing the 11:00 am Easter Festival Eucharist. The abundant 
feast includes refreshment time followed by a buffet, $40 per 
adult. Please make checks payable to Church of the Ascen-
sion, marked "Easter Dinner."  
 
For more information and reservations, contact   
the church office at (334) 263-5529.  

Calling All Cooks! 
Every Sunday morning through the Sunday School year, we serve a good 
ole Southern breakfast of bacon and eggs, sausage and grits, with yummy, 
fluffy biscuits.  And we need YOU to help in the kitchen!   
 

We are recruiting breakfast teams of four 
persons minimum, six maximum, to help out 
in the kitchen on Sunday mornings.  Our 
goal is to recruit ten teams. Each team would 
serve four times a year on a rotating basis. 
The church buys the groceries needed for 
breakfast, you just cook and serve!  It's a 
great way to fellowship with one another and 
have some fun (and Candice will even give 
you a pass on church that day!).   
 

Contact the church office to sign up your 

team.  Don't have a team?  No worries! Con-

tact the church office and we will help place 

you on one.  

MUSIC 

NOTES 

The Ascension Choir 
 

A Facebook meme today has 

me thinking about music and 

worship.  It is a Jascha Hei-

fetz (the great violinist) and 

it says:  “Practice like it 

means everything in the 

world to you.  Perform like 

you don’t give a damn.” 

 

Have you ever considered 

that experiencing worship 

requires both sides of your 

brain?  Some people are en-

gaged only with the Sermon 

and some people care most 

about the music, but our 

complex and beautifully 

crafted liturgies bring us to-

gether week after week to 

acknowledge God’s good-

ness, engaging our bodies 

and our spirits, our minds 

and our souls. 

 

We talk about this often in 

choir, although not specifi-

cally.  But in order for any 

musical performance to be 

meaningful to the performer 

and to the audience, there has 

to be both elements of musi-

cal skill and letting go to al-

low our highest selves to 

‘take over’ and allow the mu-

sic that we ‘perform’ to ac-

complish what it will. 

 
I think our worship is like 

that.  We pay attention, lis-
ten, read, even do our ‘pew 
aerobics,’ but at some point, 

probably during a hymn or 
anthem or at the altar rail, we 
can become “lost in wonder 

love and praise,’ as the great 
hymn “Love divine, all loves 
excelling” prompts us.  God 

says that He is “I AM,” that 
which is beyond our labelling 
and explaining and under-

standing.  And that is one of 
the things that music and 
good liturgy can do for us:  
bring us to that place that is 

beyond ourselves, to God.  I 
am thankful that we get to do 
this work together. 

 

Becky 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Music Ministry Discretionary 
Fund has been established to pro-
vide special resources for the music 
program at Ascension.  Gifts are 
welcome in honor, thanksgiving and 
memory of loved ones. 
 
Thank you to all who support 
music ministry at the Ascension, 
by your prayers, presence and 
gifts. 
 
Sustainers: 
Pat & Jim Franklin 

The Hobbs Foundation 

Karen & Marvin Campbell 

Emily Caruso 

Susan & Lavone Dubose 

Patricia T. Guest and her family 
 

In Thanksgiving 

Tim Vaught 
 
In Memory of John Thomas 

Vaught and Mae Mitchell 

Vaught 

Ann C. Carmichael  
 
In Memory of Geoffrey 

Sherman 

Karen and Marvin Campbell 
 
In Memory of Ray Rawlings 

Karen and Marvin Campbell 
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Children’s Ministry 

Children’s Church Helpers 

10:15 Sundays, 
Dec. 2 - The Reid Family 
Dec. 9 - The Franco Family 
Dec. 16 - The Smith Family 
Dec. 23 - The Perkowski Family 
Dec. 30 - No Children’s Church 

Godly Play Teachers (Pre-K and K) 

9:15 Sundays, Third Floor 

Jan. 6 - Christine Harrison 

Art Lesson in Art Room: Old Befana 

Jan. 13 - Christine Harrison, Allison Jones 

Parable of the Good Shepherd 

Jan. 20 - Christine Harrison, Elizabeth 

Conner Parable of the Sower 

Jan. 27 - Christine Harrison, Allison Jones 

Parable of the Mustard Seed 

ELEMENTary Teachers (1st-6th) 

9:15 Sundays, Third Floor 

Jan. 6 - Tiffany Nishibun  

Art Lesson in Art Room: Old Befana 

Jan. 13 - Mary Lee Yelverton, Laura Brendle  

Ruth and Naomi 

Jan. 20 - Mary Lee Yelverton, TBA 

Hannah 

Jan. 27 - Nan Barganier, Lauren Greene 

Esther becomes Queen 

Thanks Ascension! 
Friends—Thanks so much for being a part of Ascension’s Advent 

and Christmas celebration.  For all that Bread of Life did for our 

Tree Trim.  For all of the Advent Candle Lighters.  For hosting 

the Holy Family through the Las Posadas Journey. For all of the 

children who participated in our Pageant.  For  the Children’s 

Choirs. For the friends who helped in the Christmas Service. 

For all the grown folks with out whom none of this could have 

happened.  So many people made this season glorious 

worshipful.  A heart felt thanks to all of you! 

A Book Recommendation for Epiphany 
Old Befana by Tommie dePaola 
This month the children’s are going to share the story of Befana.  It isn’t a bible story, but an old Italian Epiphany fable.  

Befana is an old lady who obsesses over a clean house. Everything must be PERFECT.  Wouldn’t that be nice?  The Magi 

make a stop at Befana’s home on the way to see the Christ Child and invite her along. She tells them that once she finishes 

her house work, she will be able to go. The next day the Magi are gone, and Befana realizing her mistake, runs after them 

with her broom. Never able to catch up, she roams the world (or Italy) giving gifts to children since she isn’t able to get to 

the Christ Child.   

 

Two things strike me about this tale.  One, What comes between me fully following Christ? And Two, the verse from 

Matthew, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

 

I love sharing this story with the kids at Epiphany. Sometimes the work we ended up doing instead of the work we planned 

to do, is still the work of Christ in the world.  I wonder what you might think of this story.  

Dates to remember . . .  

Jan. 5 - Tree burning party @ The Johnston’s Farm 

Jan. 6 - Feast of Lights at 5:00 pm and Chili Cook Off following the service 

Jan. 13 - Baptism of Anne Fitz Cunningham, at the 10:15 service 

Feb. 14 - Valentines Day Open House at Church Office until 4pm.  

Feb. 22 -  Family Movie Night in Joshua House, 5:30 pm 

Mar. 5 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and ADS Art Auction, 5:30pm 

Children’s choirs resume on JANUARY 9 and meet Wednesdays at 6:00 

Family Dinner starts at 5:15 with a max cost of $15 per family. 
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