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Church of the Ascension: 
An Ascension Story 
 
When I first came to Ascension, 
I was given a book entitled, The 
Church of the Ascension: A 
Resurrection Story.  It’s a good 
title and it is a good book—
detailing Ascension’s history 
from its inception to the early 
years of John Coleman.  The 
title and the book point toward 
two main challenges in Ascen-
sion’s history—the fire of 1984 
and the church split in 2005.  
There is no doubt that the resil-
ience of Ascension’s laity and 
their love and commitment to 
Jesus Christ have helped them 
not only weather the storm of 
those two challenges, but also 
to bring new life to this parish, 
congregation, and community—
resurrected life.  Ascension has 
had its fair share of new begin-
nings and has made the most of 
them—strengthening the rela-
tionships of love and communi-
ty amongst her people and 
reaching out in love and com-
munity to the world beyond her 
doors.  Not only has Ascension 
survived a fire and a split, she 
has thrived! 
 
We consider ourselves an East-
er people meaning we give 
more focus and energy to resur-
rection than to crucifixion.  We 
get that Jesus dies for our sins, 
but we also believe that in ris-
ing to life again he has brought 
us to new life.  That is exactly 
the kind of theology that Ascen-

sion has lived into these last 
few years.  But Jesus’s story 
doesn’t end there.  In the four-
teenth chapter of John, Jesus 
says, “I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that 
where I am, there you may be 
also.”  Jesus is talking about the 
path to the Father—what we 
know in theological terms as 
ascension.  Jesus’s ascension 
fifty days after his resurrection 
is Jesus’s way of finishing out 
the story by showing us the way 
to the Father.  Resurrection is 
not the end; ascension is. And 
the joy of ascension is that it 
has no ending—we can all know 
and follow the path to the Fa-
ther because Jesus has showed 
it to us. 
 
That is the beautiful thing 
about this church—we are a 
resurrection people, but resur-
rection—newness of life, a reju-
venating and resilient spirit—is 
not the end for us.  Church of 
the Ascension has grown 
stronger than ever.  She wears 
her scars for all to see and in-
stead of allowing them to dic-
tate the means of her life, she 
continues to invite and wel-
come in all who might find a 
home in her.  And that invita-
tion, that willingness to love 
and reach out her hands of 
charity and faith, is the reason I 
don’t think that this church is 
simply a resurrection story.   
 
Since I have been here I have 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

Music Notes ................................ 3 

EYC ............................................ 4 

Children’s Ministry..................... 5 

Ushers/Happenings ..................... 6 

Ushering ..................................... 7 

Outreach Series ........................... 8 

CLERGY & STAFF 

The Rev. Candice Frazer 

Rector 

 

The Rev. Mark Waldo 

Rector Emeritus 

Rebecca Taylor 

Organist/Choirmaster 

Tiffany Nishibun 

Children’s Ministries 

Laura Walter 

Youth Coordinator 

Tracy Hinton-Adams 

Parish Administrator 

Jessica James 

Communications 

Will McQueen 

Facilities Manager 

Octavio Gomez-Jimenez 

Housekeeping 

Ryan Hall 

Housekeeping 

The Tower 

Continued on page 2 



seen the path to the Father offered to me by 
Jesus through the actions and faithfulness 
of the Vestry, the staff, the altar guild, the 
Bread of Life Group, acolytes and LEMs and 
Vergers, New Beginnings and Outreach, 
children and youth and families, the New-
comer’s ministry, TLC, the Joseph Ministry, 
ECW, the Men’s Prayer Breakfast, the Ush-

ers, not to mention the number of individu-
als who have welcomed Steve and me, and 
the list could go on and on.  I have seen the 
path in our times of praying and playing to-
gether.  This is not simply a church that has 
been reborn from the ashes, but one that 
has stretched her wings of love and faith to 
offer an opportunity for others to know the 
way to God.   
 
Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life.”  That is what I have seen this church 
live into these past eight months.  Over and 
over again I have seen friendly and inviting 
faces—faces filled with love and joy, faces of 
hope and anticipation—your faces.  As wel-
coming as they are to me and to others, they 
are also the faces that invite one another to 
know the way to the Father as followers of 
Jesus Christ.  Ascension is more than a res-
urrection story.  She is an ascension story—a 
story that is told to others to help them 
know the way to the Father.  Her identity is 
wrapped up not in what has happened to 
her or the challenges she has overcome.  Her 
identity, our identity, is wrapped up in our 
faithful determination and courageous an-
ticipation of that which is to come—not 
simply newness of life, but beingness with 
the Father.  Eternal life is not simply the 

resurrected life, it is the ascended one—the 
one in which we get to be with Jesus for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
I am excited to embrace the life of Ascension 
with all of you.  And I give thanks for the 
many gifts and talents, time and energy you 
each bring to this place as we partner with 
God to do God’s work in this world—not 
simply as resurrection people, but as people 
who want to show the path to the Father.  I 
am especially grateful for our ushers who 
not only greet us each Sunday but also serve 
as servant leaders inviting us to be apart of 
worship through the giving of bulletins, the 
offering of the oblations (the bread and 
wine), even the collection of the Offertory.  
The ways laity participate in the service are 
enhanced by the work of our ushers.  In so 
many ways, our ushers are representatives 
of the parish as a whole—especially during 
the Offertory.  By bringing forward the 
bread and wine and then the money that we 
place in the collection plates, they become 
the vehicles in which we are able to offer 
back to God a portion of that which God has 
given us.  The ushers aren’t simply bouncers 
at the door or even mafia agents after a 
shakedown in the pews.  They aren’t “the 
heavy” at all—they too help us to know the 
way to the Father as they serve in that place 
between the sacred and the secular where 
people are more than pew warmers and 
money is more than a collection.  Thank 
you, ushers, for being a part of the sacred 
and holy mystery of God’s church. 
 
Light and Life, 
Candice+ 

  2 

Sermons are now online!  

Missed a Sunday, but don’t want 
to miss a sermon? Text and au-
dio of Rev. Candice’s weekly 
Sunday sermons can now be 
found on our website. Go to 
www.coascension.org/sermons/ 
to listen to past sermons. We are 
currently in the process of back 
logging previous week’s ser-
mons to bring us fully up-to-
date.  

VESTRY  

 

 

2019 

Scott Bamman, 

Senior Warden 

Paul Davis 

Richard Norris 

Chris Smith 

 

2020 

Andrew Akin,  

Junior Warden 

Laura Brendle 

Susan Copeland 

Henry Weatherly 

 

2021 

Brittney Calhoun 

Lacy Gibson 

Sissy Speirs 

Mr. Glenn Sylvest 

 

Robert Gould, 

Treasurer 

 

Matt Bledsoe, 

Clerk of the Vestry 
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What it Means to be an Usher 

In the New Testament, the Greek word translated ‘’hospitality” literally means “love of strangers”. 
As an usher at Ascension we get to practice that hospitality as we welcome newcomers, oldcomers 
and anyone walking through the church doors. I have heard several long time church members say 
that they were greeted so warmly at their first visit to Ascension that they knew they would come 
back. As an usher it is fun and fulfilling to get to see almost everyone before they enter the church, 
and there is a joyful fellowship that exists from these interactions where I believe the love of Christ 
is shared. Playing a role in the worship service is also meaningful as the ushers get to ring the bells, 
take up offerings and do other things that help parishioners experience worship in the best way. It’s 
been a blessing to be an usher as I get to contribute to the body of Christ and get to know the people 
of Ascension. 
              —Phelps Reid 

Serving as an usher for the early service at Ascension has been a special calling for me.  I was re-
cruited in 1984 by Richard Brooks to serve as an usher and learned the importance of this position 
for our clergy, our members and our visitors.  Richard always was front and center to greet mem-
bers and visitors and offering a kind word to all coming in for early morning service.     
  Opportunities to serve all coming to Ascension include:   
*  offering a warm and friendly greeting to all who enter.   
*   making sure bulletins are available at all entrances to the church 
 *  making sure the sound system is on,  
*  checking the elements to be sure the bread, wine, and wafers are where they should be, 
*  making sure the processional cross is secured and facing the organ (as the only cross facing   the 
congregation is the one on the altar), 
*  making sure the closing hymn number is on the bottom of the information board (as there usually 
is only one hymn at the early service and that is the recessional, 
*  being ready to assist with any emergencies that arise (knowing where the first aid kits are, where 
the fire extinguisher is, where the AED device is located, and being able to call for emergency help 
when needed), 
*  being able to answer general questions about the wonderful history of Church of the Ascension , 
* presenting a professional appearance to all members and visitors, 
* providing the priest a tally sheet, and showing where there are persons who need to have com-
munion brought to them. 
 I have absolutely enjoyed serving Ascension at the 8:00a.m. service. Offering a greeting to all arriv-
ing is a wonderful start to a Sunday morning.  Having the greeting returned is truly an uplifting ex-
perience.  One of the most rewarding parts of my time as an usher has been getting to know the 
wonderful members of Ascension who have unselfishly volunteered each and every Sunday to do 
their duties as ushers; representing Ascension in a dedicated and caring manner. 
 I am forever grateful for this opportunity. Thank you, Richard Brooks, for recruiting me 37 years 
ago to serve as an usher.  Thank you, Rev. John Coleman, for asking me to compile the Walking 
Tour pamphlet, which enables all of us to learn about the many, many unique features of our won-
derful Church of the Ascension.  Thank you, members of the early service usher team: you are a 
blessing to all. 
                  —Dr. Bill Wall 
 
The Power of Being an Usher 

Much of the power of a church to heal, resurrect, and empower is in the embodiment of 
“belonging”. As a member of the church of the Ascension you have accepted that you are loved and 
belong to God. You are a member of the family of the greater Episcopal church, the dioses of Ala-
bama and most importantly of the Church of the Ascension. You are reminded of that when wel-
coming people Sunday morning as an usher. When you don’t know someone’s name you can intro-
duce yourself or your fellow ushers can help introduce you. It is in those quick moments of recogni-
tion that you are reminded that you belong. It is also a time to be reminded that kinship and hospi-
tality are at the core of any healthy family.  It has also proven very valuable for my children to see 
me participate in such an open and visible way. Your children seeing your example of hospitality 
and kinship will plant a seed which will produce fruit. 

                — Philip L. Goodwyn 



TRANSFORMING   GENEROSITY 

2019 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE (As of 5/28/19): 
 

171 Pledges totaling $908,146.00 
2019 Pledges Collected To-date: $401,129.59 

 

 
Pledges are important not only in properly budgeting for the church, but 
in our growth and transformation as we give to God to partner with God 
in doing his work in the world. 
 

Also, have you considered Church of the Ascension in your estate plan-
ning? For more information, contact Tracy in the Parish Office.  
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                        Biscuits & BoL 

                        June 13 at 6:30pm 

The men of Bread of Life will be attending a Biscuits game against Chattanooga on "Thirsty Thurs-

day," June 13! Tickets are $10/each, and Glenn Sylvest has reserved a block of tickets. Email Glenn at 

glennsylvest@gmail.com if you'd like to attend. Will be a great time of fun and fellowship for the men 

of Bread of Life!  

 

Family Promise at Joshua House 

                        June 9-16 

Ascension will soon be hosting one or more homeless families at Joshua 

House for the second time this year. Please contact Mildred Wakefield 

(334-201-4854 or wake7@me.com) if you would like more information or are able to participate in this week of hos-

pitality, when we welcome some of our neighbors who need a safe place to stay as they work to return to permanent 

housing.  

Arch Lee 
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Billy Young 
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Don Vaughn 

Louis Cardinal 
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Bill Wall 
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Ascension’s Ushers 

MUSIC 

NOTES 
 

Voice for Life! 
 

The children of The Ascension 

Choristers will receive a pin on 

Sunday, June 2, that marks 

what we hope will be a new 

phase in the musical life of the 

Ascension.  The pin is created 

by the Royal School of Church 

Music, one of the most respect-

ed of music organizations, espe-

cially in Anglican/Episcopal 

circles. It is “committed to pro-

moting the study, practice and 

improvement of music in Chris-

tian worship.” 

 
The best-known mantra for 

RSAM, and one that they em-

phasize in their teaching. is 

Psallam spiritu et mente, I will 

sing with spirit and understand-

ing.  Their summer course for 

young people are without equal.  

The educational materials that 

they develop for children is 

very fine, emphasizing Beauty, 

Community and Excellence. 

 
Ascension has belonged to 

RSCM on and off over the 

years, but now, with the growth 

of this year, we are going to 

work on establishing this pro-

gram here.  It requires commit-

ment on the part of the direc-

tors, children, parents, and even 

some helpers, but it is a won-

derful program that will be ex-

cellent for our church and our 

children. 

 
As the pins illustrate, musical 

training for children is training 

that serves throughout their en-

tire lives.  Not only does it 

teach skills and concepts too 

numerous to discuss here, but it 

gives children/adults confidence 

to not only sing, but to speak 

and be connected with the 

world through music. 

 
Thank you to all of the parents 

for their commitment to their 

children’s development, not 

only as musicians, but as Chris-

tians church members.  This 

commitment not only teaches 

them service to others, but gives 

them Voices for Life!!! 

 
I wish this for all of you, to 
Sing! . . . a new song, with 
thanksgiving, joy and peace.  
Your voice is for LIFE! 
 

Becky 
 

Thank you to  

The Ascension Choristers 
and Rejoice!  for your service 
to us this year!  We had a 
great year as was evidenced 
by your beautiful singing on 
Good Shepherd Sunday.   

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Music Ministry Discretionary Fund has 
been established to provide special resources 
for the music program at Ascension.  Gifts 
are welcome in honor, thanksgiving and 
memory of loved ones. 
 
Thank you to all who support music min-
istry at the Ascension, by your prayers, 
presence and gifts. 
 
Sustainers: 
Pat & Jim Franklin 

The Hobbs Foundation 

Karen & Marvin Campbell 

Emily Caruso 

Susan & Lavone Dubose 

Patricia T. Guest and her family 

Diane Williams 

Melanie & Dan Morris 
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Children’s Ministry 

Children’s Church Helpers 

10:15 Sundays, 
Dec. 2 - The Reid Family 
Dec. 9 - The Franco Family 
Dec. 16 - The Smith Family 
Dec. 23 - The Perkowski Family 
Dec. 30 - No Children’s Church 

Godly Play Teachers (Pre-K and K) 

9:15 Sundays, Third Floor 

Jan. 6 - Christine Harrison 

Art Lesson in Art Room: Old Befana 

Jan. 13 - Christine Harrison, Allison Jones 

Parable of the Good Shepherd 

Jan. 20 - Christine Harrison, Elizabeth 

Conner Parable of the Sower 

Jan. 27 - Christine Harrison, Allison Jones 

Parable of the Mustard Seed 

ELEMENTary Teachers (1st-6th) 

9:15 Sundays, Third Floor 

Jan. 6 - Tiffany Nishibun  

Art Lesson in Art Room: Old Befana 

Jan. 13 - Mary Lee Yelverton, Laura Brendle  

Ruth and Naomi 

Jan. 20 - Mary Lee Yelverton, TBA 

Hannah 

Jan. 27 - Nan Barganier, Lauren Greene 

Esther becomes Queen 

A Book Recommendation for Epiphany 
Old Befana by Tommie dePaola 
This month the children’s are going to share the story of Befana.  It isn’t a bible story, but an old Italian Epiphany fable.  

Befana is an old lady who obsesses over a clean house. Everything must be PERFECT.  Wouldn’t that be nice?  The Magi 

make a stop at Befana’s home on the way to see the Christ Child and invite her along. She tells them that once she finishes 

her house work, she will be able to go. The next day the Magi are gone, and Befana realizing her mistake, runs after them 

with her broom. Never able to catch up, she roams the world (or Italy) giving gifts to children since she isn’t able to get to 

the Christ Child.   

 

Two things strike me about this tale.  One, What comes between me fully following Christ? And Two, the verse from 

Matthew, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”  

 

I love sharing this story with the kids at Epiphany. Sometimes the work we ended up doing instead of the work we planned 

to do, is still the work of Christ in the world.  I wonder what you might think of this story.  

Dates to remember . . .  

Jan. 5 - Tree burning party @ The Johnston’s Farm 

Jan. 6 - Feast of Lights at 5:00 pm and Chili Cook Off following the service 

Jan. 13 - Baptism of Anne Fitz Cunningham, at the 10:15 service 

Feb. 14 - Valentines Day Open House at Church Office until 4pm.  

Feb. 22 -  Family Movie Night in Joshua House, 5:30 pm 

Mar. 5 - Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and ADS Art Auction, 5:30pm 

Children’s choirs resume on JANUARY 9 and meet Wednesdays at 6:00 

Family Dinner starts at 5:15 with a max cost of $15 per family. 
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