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The Leftovers 
 
When I was in seminary, our pas-
toral care professor spent a good 
deal of time talking with us about 
the importance and priority of nur-
turing our relationship with God.  
She warned us of the potential of 
distractions becoming the primary 
focus of our ministry and subjugat-
ing God to lesser status below the 
needs of our parishioners, adminis-
trative and pastoral focus, even our 
families.  She reminded us that 
God deserved the best of us and 
that we should be intentional about 
taking the best of who we are and 
giving that back to God first be-
fore giving to all the others aspects 
of ministry that would compete for 
our attention.  Those words reso-
nated with me and continue to per-
colate in my brain as I discover 
their continued truth in various 
aspects of my life.  At the time, I 
thought my pastoral care professor 
was simply alluding to prayer 
time, but now I think that she was 
alluding to so much more. 
 
I am at my best first thing in the 
morning.  I do my best writing; I 
work out harder; I feel refreshed, 
replenished, and ready to go when 
I get up in the morning.  I am often 
tempted to take time away from 
my prayer life to focus on things I 
need to get accomplished.  Many 
mornings I realize I can either do 
my devotion reading and twenty-
minute centering prayer time or I 
could go to the gym, respond to 
emails, write my newsletter arti-
cles, work on calendar planning, 
clean the house, get laundry going, 

you get the idea.  In those times, I 
find that even when I do make the 
“right” choice and focus on my 
morning spiritual discipline, I am 
often still distracted and attempt-
ing to will the time to move at a 
faster rate instead of truly focusing 
on God and nurturing my spiritual-
ity.  If I’ve slept in or feel an unu-
sual amount of weight pressing 
down on me from other obliga-
tions, my spiritual life suffers be-
cause my focus isn’t truly on 
God—instead I am just giving him 
the leftovers.   
 
That leads me to wonder where 
else in my life I give God the left-
overs instead of the first fruits.  In 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11, we are in-
structed that the tithe is not simply 
10% but the first of the fruit the 
land produces.  Most of the time, 
the first check Steve and I write on 
payday is to the church as a way of 
giving our “first fruits”.  But that 
is not always the case.  There are 
times we forget or get too busy 
and don’t think about writing a 
check to the church in the middle 
of the week.  On those weeks, we 
are often scrambling to find the 
check book on Sunday morning or 
just give up and I hand a check to 
Tracy on Monday morning.  I 
might have given to the church, 
but I haven’t truly participated in 
the communal offering on Sunday 
morning that supports the work of 
transforming “me” to “we” when it 
comes to my spiritual life.  Nor 
have I lived into the biblical call to 
offer to God the first of the pro-
duce gifted to me by God—an 
even more transformational pro-
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cess in my spiritual life.  Steve and I make giv-
ing a priority, but sometimes we do so out of the 
leftovers. 
 

Even my prayer life 
suffers from this 
concept of giving to 
God out of the left-
overs.  I don’t know 
how many times I 
have said my pray-
ers as an after-
thought, if I said 
them at all, when I 
fall in bed at night 
exhausted and done 
with everyone and 
everything; wanting 
only a peaceful 
sleep.  Or how 
when I am offered 
an opportunity or 
faced with a chal-

lenge, I jump right in with a pro/con list before I 
ever think to pray about it.  And though I am 
more disciplined in the construction of my pray-
ers, for years I jumped straight to intercessory 
prayer and concerns for myself before I ever 
thought to praise God or offer gratitude for all 
that God has given me.  
 
Giving God the leftovers of my life has been a 
habitual practice for a long time—be it my best 
time of day, my practice of stewardship, or even 
my prayers.  I’m pretty sure there are other 
things that reflect this habitual giving out of the 
leftovers of my life rather than the first fruits.  I 
think God takes the leftovers, he takes anything 
we are willing to offer, and loves us no matter 
what.  But I wonder how different my life and 
attitude—toward God, toward, others, even to-

ward myself—would be if I were a first fruit 
giver instead of a leftover.   
 
Light and Life, 
Candice+ 
 
 
P.S. This month’s ministry spotlight is on two 
organizations who believe in prayer as a first 
fruits type of giving:  Daughters of the King and 
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s.  These two 
organizations share a special relationship and are 
interconnected in their commitment to prayer 
and the spreading of Christ’s Kingdom.  That is 
definitely some first fruits spiritual practice!  
Check them out on page seven. 
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ON THE ROAD 

On any given Sunday throughout the year, many of our parishioners are travelling or on 

vacation.  Just because one isn’t in Montgomery, doesn’t mean you don’t go to church.  

Candice is often handed a bulletin from Episcopal churches throughout the globe.  Let 

us know where you go to church when you are on vacation.  Keep a copy of the bulletin, 

write your name on it, and bring it to the church.  Make sure you let us know if you want 

it back.  Each month, we will share with our parish family all the places we go! 

June Travelers 

Don Vaughan, Christ Church, Vienna 

Emily Caruso,  St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church, Pensacola 

 
Come Join Us in Your Spiritual Journey: Education 
for Ministry (EfM). We meet 
Wednesday evenings starting in 
September to study the Bible, the 
history of Christianity and Epis-
copal Theology.  
 
Come join us in this foundational 
study and discussion that has 
helped so many broaden and 
deepen their love and understanding of Christ.  
 
For info, go to www.efm.sewanee.edu. Tuition is 
$375, and scholarships are available through Se-
wanee.  
 
Or contact Brett Hall, EfM Mentor: 334-318-6081 
or brettchall@hotmail.com 

TRANSFORMING   GENEROSITY 
2019 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE (As of 6/26/19): 

 
171 Pledges totaling $908,146.00 

2019 Pledges Collected To-date: $470,362.36 
 

 
Pledges are important not only in properly budgeting for the church, but in 
our growth and transformation as we give to God to partner with God in 
doing his work in the world. 

VESTRY  

 

 

2019 

Scott Bamman, 

Senior Warden 

Paul Davis 

Richard Norris 

Chris Smith 

 

2020 

Andrew Akin,  

Junior Warden 

Laura Brendle 

Susan Copeland 

Henry Weatherly 

 

2021 

Brittney Calhoun 

Lacy Gibson 

Sissy Speirs 

Mr. Glenn Sylvest 

 

Robert Gould, 

Treasurer 

 

Matt Bledsoe, 

Clerk of the Vestry 
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Daughters of the King 
History and Mission of the Order 

The Order of the Daughters of the King® was founded in 1885 at the The Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher in New York City.  Membership is open to all female communicants of the Episco-
pal Church,  Lutheran or Catholic Church.  Now there are chapters worldwide.   By joining the 
Order, a Daughter pledges herself to a life-long program of prayer, service and evangelism. 
She receives support in this commitment from a worldwide community of like-minded wom-
en.  At the Ascension, our chapter meets monthly for prayer and fellowship. DOK also hosts 
activities for the wider parish, such as quiet days during Advent and Lent, assisting with 
meals for those in need and daily prayers for the Parish. The Ascension chapter of Daughters 
of the King was founded on January 26, 2003 by Chris Brown, Delores Skerrett, Pat Guest 
and Janet VonGal.  

In solidarity with one another, all Daughters everywhere make the same promises upon their 
admission to The Order: 

• To obey the two Rules of The Order: the Rule of Prayer and the Rule of Service. 

• To offer at all times loyal aid to our clergy and parish to spread Christ’s kingdom. 

• To wear faithfully the cross of The Order. 
To work for the purposes of The Order as God may give us the opportunity. 
You may have noticed the modified Greek Fleury cross that members of DOK wear as an outward and 
visible sign that we cannot live a day without Christ in our lives.  if you have questions about the order, 
please feel free to ask any member or contact our current president, Sharon Massey. 
 
Ascension’s DoK Members: 
Barbara Gaston  Mimi Gallagher  Chris Lewis 
Debbie Steindorff Anne Kimzey  Nancy Blount 
Lois Porterfield  Margaret Hunt  Mary Benton 
Mary Anne Martin Sandy Akin  Elizabeth Conner 
Ginny White  Wanda Devereaux Susan DuBose 
Camille Carr 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
The Episcopal Church’s oldest ministry is also one of its most effective. 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew has been bringing men and youth to Jesus Christ 
since its founding on the cold, wintry day of Nov. 30, 1883 at St. James’ Episco-
pal Church in downtown Chicago. Homeless men were sleeping on the city’s 
downtown streets – and it was these men the fledgling Brotherhood wanted to 
save. 

Today, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a worldwide ministry with chapters in 
Africa, Japan, the Philippines, Great Britain, Canada, Haiti and the United 
States. Its 4,192 members in 357 U.S. chapters perform myriad ministries, from 
building and operating a medical mission ship to sponsoring homes for women 
and children-in-need. Brothers are quick to respond with both manpower and 
money during national emergencies, such as Hurricane Sandy in 2012 and during 
the deadly year of 2013, when an explosion devastated the town of West, Texas, a 
tornado levelled Moore, Oklahoma and tsunami struck northern Japan. 

"But we have lasted so long because men like to get together for support, to offer 
service projects - and for fellowship." 

There are three disciplines Brothers follow: prayer, study and service. 

Ascension’s 

BOSA  

Members: 

 

Jerry Baxley 

Andrew Conner 

Brett Hall 

Lee Barton  

Richard Cater 

Mark Silberman 

Robert Prescott 

Jimmy Walter  

Don Vaughan 

Matt Bledsoe 

Bruce Cathey 

David McCabe 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efm.sewanee.edu&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ced1e41619ca9452ff5e408d6ef2e74d3%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636959380135276080&sdata=LIdHXzSq9Ca493N8C6aBX0Zbd0lr%2F8IJf2P7qsa99uk%3D&rese
mailto:brettchall@hotmail.com
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MUSIC 

NOTES 
 

The Ascension 

Choir Wants 

YOU! 
 

Some of you may have noticed 

that we lost 3 choir members 

this summer:  Katie Perkowski 

(along with her wonderful fami-

ly!) has moved with Leon’s 

transfer to Pennsylvania;  Tim 

Vaught has moved with a good 

job to Monroeville, and Deena 

Tempeh’s time as a law clerk 

has come to an end!  We will 

miss them all. 

 
So, if music and singing is one 

of your gifts, we would like to 

invite you to join the Ascension 

Choir in our ministry.  You may 

have sung in a school choir 

many years ago (and I know 

who some of you are!!!) or you 

may have played an instrument, 

but leading worship is an enor-

mous privilege and you will 

both serve the Church and en-

rich your own spiritual life by 

joining us.  Choir is a great 

place to connect with others, 

learn scripture and truth by 

singing profound texts, improve 

your health and well being, and 

you will always know where 

you’ll sit on Sunday morning!  

You may have reasons that you 

do not feel that you can, but we 

can overcome nearly all of 

those. 

 
We need you.  To join or just 

explore the possibilities, you 

should call or email Becky Tay-

lor (334 263-6433, beckytay-

lor@coascension.org) for a 

quick conversation.  Music 

reading will be helpful, but if 

you have a good ear, it may not 

be required. We are on our sum-

mer schedule now, so now is a 

good time to try us out.  

 
Children ages 3 through 6th 

grade be on the lookout for a 
great choir year beginning in 
September! 
 

Becky 
 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Music Ministry Discretionary Fund has 
been established to provide special re-
sources for the music program at Ascen-
sion.  Gifts are welcome in honor, thanks-
giving and memory of loved ones. 
 
Thank you to all who support music min-
istry at the Ascension, by your prayers, 
presence and gifts. 
 
Sustainers 
Pat & Jim Franklin 
The Hobbs Foundation 
Karen & Marvin Campbell 
Emily Caruso 
Susan & Lavone Dubose 
Patricia T. Guest and her family 
Diane Williams 
Melanie & Dan Morris 
 
THANK YOU TO ALL, ESPECIALLY 
THIS MONTH, FOR YOUR GENER-
OUS MEMORIAL GIFTS.   
 
In Memory of Caroline Barmettler 
Martha Jane & Taylor Dawson 
 
 
In Memory of Geoffrey Sherman 
Pat & Jim Franklin 
Melanie & Daniel Morris 
 

In Memory of Gail Hudgens 
Alice & Wesley Dunn 
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NOW YOU KNOW…. 
Have you ever noticed the hymns in the bulletin that begin with the letter 

“S”?  Those hymns are called  “service music”.  They are found in the front 

of the hymnal and represent a variety of setting that we can sing various 

parts of the service.  You may have noticed that depending on the season 

of the church year, we sing different service music.  That is an intentional 

way of utilizing various pieces of service music to accentu-

ate seasonal worship.  The service music also provides 

settings for the canticles sung in Morning and Evening 

Prayer.   

 

In Memory of Pat Guest 
Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Britton 
Dorothy Cameron 
David, Michael & Raymond Co-
hen 
Ginny & Ben Cumbus 
Martha Jane & Taylor Dawson 
Judge and Mrs. Joel Dubina 
Miller Engelhardt 
Pat and Jim Franklin 
Minnie Lee & Richard Gill 
Frances & Billy Hill II 
Cecily Hulett 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Johnston 
Jane Klingler 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Lawson, Jr. 
John Lightfoot 
Mrs. James Loeb 
Arthur Mazyck 

 
Judge & Mrs. Reese McKinney 
Melanie & Daniel Morris 
Dae Miller 
Karen and Robert Northcutt 
Gloria & Ray Rawlings 
Kitty & Winston Sheehan 
Winifred Stakley 
Barbara M. Bear Wallace 
Alicia & James Yoder 
Florence & Robert H. Young, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boshell 
Emily Caruso 
Karen and Marvin Campbell 
Amy Cook 
Justice and Mrs. James Allen 
Main 
Camille and Shapard D. Ashley 
Susan and Dan Gammage 
John B Scott, Jr. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

 Since we have been observing the 75th anniversary of the D-DAY invasion of France, I thought it would be good to re-visit 
the participation in that effort by one of our church members. 
 Mr. Algernon Blair was one of the founding members of Church of the Ascension and remained a very active member for 
the rest of his life.  Mr.  Blair owned a very successful construction company and was awarded many contracts for building various 
types of federal buildings including the construction of 424 housing units  for military personnel at Maxwell Air Force Base. 
 The following is taken from "Algernon Blair: Portait of Pa" his biography written by his great grand daughter Elizabeth Hill 
Lindgren: 
 “After the completion of the Maxwell project, then came his most important wartime project, one that would contribute to 
the defeat of Adolph Hitler. Hitler's secret weapons, the V-2 rocket bombs, were being launched from concrete bunkers positioned all 
along the French coast.  In an attempt to halt the bombing of London, the Allied Forces needed to find a way to take out those bun-
kers.. Late one afternoon in 1944,the War Department notified Mr. Blair that by midnight, all of his available superintendents, fore-
men and workmen would be headed to Eglin Air Force Proving Grounds, near Fort Walton Beach, Florida. 
 In the middle of the night, 300 of Mr. Blair's men arrived at the appointed spot ready to begin what turned into a 24-hour a 
day job.  In twelve days, using plans smuggled out through the French underground, the men secretly built heavily reinforced con-
crete bunkers similar to those built by the Germans to launch the V-2 rockets and to defend the French coast. Then, the Air Force 
began a week of test-bombing runs. By destroying every simulated bunker built by Mr. Blair's company, the Air Force bombing 
crews learned what it would take to destroy existing German weapons facilities on the French coast. To this day, the use of those 
targets is given credit for much of the Allied success in softening the German defense, thereby making successful the invasion of 
Europe months later.” 
 Algernon Blair was a man of great accomplishments, but knowing that this project helped to save countless lives and to end 
World War II must have given him a great deal of satisfaction. 
                             Hugh Alsabrook, Archivist               
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