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Pledge Cards 

 

If you have not returned your pledge card, we will still 

accept them and encourage you to get them in as we 

hope to have our 2021 budget finalized before our 

Annual meeting on December 6.   

 

Contact Tracy for more information,   

thinton@coascension.org or (334) 263-5529. 
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Heart of the Leader 

In Ephesians we read, “The gifts 
God gave were that some would be 
apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the 
work of ministry, for building up 
the body of Christ.” (4:11-12) Paul 
might should have included vestry 
members in that list as the primary 
role of the vestry is not administra-
tive or financial, it is about equip-
ping the saints.  Equipping the 
saints from a servant leader’s per-
spective is ensuring that the re-
sources, programs, and equipment 
the church needs to do ministry 
are adequate and available to her 
people so that they might partner 
with God and one another in doing 
the work of building up the body of 
Christ. 
 
To be a member of the vestry is to 
be a servant leader.  As such, the 
heart of the leader is an important, 
even critical element.  The leader’s 
central focus is the spiritual 
growth as a priority of the parish.  
Sure vestry makes decisions on 
budgets and buildings and 
grounds—but unless those deci-
sions are primarily motivated by 
what is needed for spiritual growth 
and transformation, then they will 
lead to decline, distrust, and decay.  
Instead, when the leadership of the 
parish understands their responsi-
bilities as nurturing the spiritual 
life of the parish, then they are a 
catalyst for forward movement in 
the life of the church. 
 
The heart of the leader is crucial to 
the renewal and rejuvenation of 
the parish.  It keeps us from get-
ting stale or flat or unfocused.  In 
some ways, this is why the leader-

ship of the church is consistently 
in flux—not the clergy so much but 
the laity.  To have clergy who are 
spiritually healthy and long ten-
ured can bring peace and stability 
to a congregation.  The stability of 
the clergy is then complimented by 
the rotation of lay servant leaders 
as an opportunity to empower and 
connect a broader number of pa-
rishioners to the greater vision of 
the church.  By rotating four mem-
bers of vestry every three years, 
the heart of the leader (and by 
leader, I mean vestry and clergy) 
does not stagnate, but remains 
fluid and vital continuously rejuve-
nating the leadership and the 
church.  This state of flux keeps us 
from getting complacent and 
shares ministry with a greater 
number of parishioners who are all 
committed to the same vision of 
The Church of the Ascension.  We 
move forward with purpose and 
intentionality to do God’s work 
together. 
 
The leaders of the church cultivate 
a servant’s heart through prayer 
and Bible study, church attend-
ance and participation in the vari-
ous ministries of the church be it 
outreach, formation, fellowship, or 
pastoral care.  They are committed 
to our four principles of disciple-
ship at Ascension: Worship, Grow, 
Serve, and Connect.  Though they 
may prioritize different aspects of 
ministry, they are united in spirit 
as well as challenged and inspired 
to embrace the idea of spiritual 
growth as a priority both personal-
ly and communally. 
 
As members of the parish, our job 
is to support the heart of the leader 
through our presence and prayer 
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in the various aspects of parish life.   We are also called to 
affirm those we have selected to serve on vestry.  It 
doesn’t mean we have to agree, but that we act with com-
passion and acknowledge the challenges that every vestry 
faces in steering a ship filled with so many passengers.  
We are all on this journey together and by affirming and 
encouraging one another in positive ways we discover 
that not only has it been a good voyage, but that the des-
tination is a delight. 
 
Pray for your vestry and discern the next one.  At the An-
nual Meeting on December 6 and the week following you 
will vote for four people who are confirmed, contributing 
members of our parish to be the next vestry class of 2023.  
You will find pictures and bios of each of the nominees in 
the mid-section of this Tower.  All confirmed members of 
the congregation known by the clergy and treasurer who 
are 16 years of age and older can vote for vestry. The 
week of Thanksgiving those members of the parish will 
receive a postcard with a ballot on one side.  Do not re-
move your address label as it will assure your ballot is 
counted.  Those ballots must then be returned to the par-

ish by hand Sunday, December 6 at the Annual Meeting 
or the week following during office hours.  All ballots 
must be received by noon on Friday, December 11. 
 
You may attend the Annual Meeting either in person or 
via livestream.  During the meeting, you will be issued a 
code that must be written on your ballot to ensure it 
counts.  Our canons require us to vote in person at the 
meeting, however due to the pandemic, we do not wish to 
disenfranchise anyone who does not feel comfortable be-
ing physically present at the meeting.  We also under-
stand the technology challenges some in our parish face.  
Therefore, we have made a decision to open our annual 
meeting and offer reports on Sunday, December 6 at 
10:30am during our Sunday School time.  We will send 
the link to view the meeting in your Friday and Sunday 
morning reminder emails.  You must watch the meeting 
live as it will not be saved on the internet to be viewed at 
a later time.  We will have the various reports on-line fol-
lowing the meeting.  At 11:30am we will recess the meet-
ing until the following Sunday at which time, barring any 
need for run-off elections we will adjourn at the close of 
the 9:00am outdoor Eucharist.  I realize this is a little 
unprecedented but hope your charity in extending our 
annual meeting allows us to meet the needs of a wide va-
riety of parishioners without disenfranchising anyone. 
 
It is a joy to serve God in this place and to partner with all 
of you in doing the work of building up the kingdom.  I 
look forward to the opportunity to serve with our new 
class of vestryman and give thanks for the old one.  Andy 
Akin, Laura Brendle, Susan Copeland, and Henry Weath-
erly have done an outstanding job these past three years 
and we are a better church because of them.  I encourage 
you to join me in offering our gratitude for their service 
and leadership.  They truly have the heart of a leader! 
 
Light and Life, 
Candice+ 

SHINING OUR LIGHT 
2020 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  

(As of 11/2/2020): 
 

169 Pledges totaling $940,148.00 
2020 Pledges Collected To-date: 

$726,144.67 
 
 

Pledges are important not only in properly  
budgeting for the church, but in our growth and 
transformation as we give to God to partner with 

God in doing his work in the world. 

NEW in The Vineyard! 
 

$58 each and both are size 3 T  
 

Contact Libby at vineyardcota@aol.com to arrange 

a shopping time, or she is happy to deliver to you. 

You can also follow the Vineyard Bookstore on   

Instagram for specials! 

VESTRY  

 

2020 

Andrew Akin,  

Senior Warden 

Laura Brendle 

Susan Copeland 

Henry Weatherly 

 

2021 

Mr. Glenn Sylvest, 

Junior Warden 

Brittney Calhoun 

Lacy Gibson 

Nick Mielke 

 

2022 

Elizabeth Conner 

Frank Johnston 

Gil Steindorff 

Peter Waldo 

 

Robert Gould, 

Treasurer 

 

Matt Bledsoe, 

Clerk of the Vestry 
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From the Archives… 
Friends, 

Old letters provide a great amount of interesting information.  The following letter was written by the 
Reverend Peerce McDonald in April of 1941 to a vestryman who had probably missed the last vestry 
meeting. 

Dear Mr. Stanley: 

   The Vestry did two things of especial interest to the Music Committee of the Parish: 

   In the first place, they agreed to place Frank Tennille on the pay roll of the choir in the 
place of Munford DeJarnette at a salary of $10 per month, beginning April 1st.  Please com-
municate that  to Miss Eloise Cromwell. (Organist/Choir Director in the late thirties and early 
forties.) 

2. They said  they had insufficient funds to pay for the overhauling of the organ (installed in 
1926) but asked the Music Committee to find out if it was imperative at this time, and if so, 
individuals agreed to cooperate with this Committee in raising the $135 on the side. 

..                                Sorry you could not have been with us. 

                                       Yours Sincerely, 

                                   Peerce N. McDonald 

   When I was looking over some of Mr. McDonald's correspondence, the name Frank Tennille 
caught my eye.  He was the father of Toni Tennille of THE CAPTAIN AND TENNILLE 
FAME.  They were a very popular singing duo in the 1970's and early 1980's. 

   When I saw Frank Tennille's name, I remembered a conversation that I had with an elderly church 
member shortly after I came to Church of the Ascension.  She was very proud of the fact  that the 
Tennille of THE CAPTAIN AND TENNILLE had sung in the Ascension's Children's Choir in the 
1940's.  Just to refresh your memory, two of their most popular songs were Muskrat Love and Love 
Will Keep Us Together. 

                            Hugh Alsabrook, Archivist 

mailto:vineyardcota@aol.com
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Contributions to Clergy  

Discretionary Fund 

The clergy Discretionary fund is partially funded through the  
Operating Account, as well as contributions from generous pa-
rishioners.  This fund is used to offer assistance to those in 
need in our church and community.   

Thank you to all who support the Clergy Discretionary 
Fund:  

General and Mrs. James Drummond 

Memorial Donations Received in October 

 

In Memory of Philip Rawlings, Jr.: 

Nan Barganier 

MUSIC NOTES 

Sing to the Lord a new song 
 

WOW! 

 

The Trawick-Scott Advent Recital Series 2020 

There is at least one great bright spot in this pandemic!  Because we 

will not invite live audiences and performers into our church during this 

time of quarantine and social distancing, we invited four world-class 

organists to send in virtual performances for our Advent Recital Series.  

Each of them has enthusiastically to this project, and I am so excited for 

each of them to offer their talents and help prepare our hearts, minds 

and bodies for Christmas.  This is the 21st season of the series, which 

was established to bring beautiful music to our community and to pro-

vide a time of rest and reflection in the midst of the pre-Christmas sea-

son. 

Many people have expressed that they have wanted to be able to attend 

the recitals, but that their work has prevented their presence.  This is 

your chance! For those of you for this opportunity is new, recitals are 

presented on the Wednesdays of Advent, and, as stated above, are a 

time to step back from the busyness of the pre-holiday season and re-

member the reason that we celebrate Christmas. 

So, this year, here is what you should do to be part of this year’s offer-

ing: 

Commit to setting aside 30 minutes (really an hour, so that you can 

have some time before and/or after to have lunch or just 

breathe) on the Wednesdays of Advent. 

At noon on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23, go to the 

Ascension website, coascension.org, and follow the Trawick

-Scott Advent Recital Series link to hear about a half hour 

of music from these diverse and wonderful performers. 

(Please see the flyer included for a list of the performers.) 

Invite family, friends and coworkers to tune in, also.  I would like 

to support these world-recognized musicians by having a great 

number of people listening. 

Thank you to all of you who have supported music at the Ascension 

and especially this offering.  Let’s build on 20 great years of beautiful 

and inspirational music and bring more people into the beauty of As-

cension.  As we prepare for Advent, we will also be connecting with 

great musicians from around the world, bringing Ascension to the 

world. 

See you in Advent! 

       —Becky Taylor 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

The Music Ministry Discretionary Fund 

has been established to provide special 

resources for the music program at As-

cension.  Gifts are welcome in honor, 

thanksgiving and memory of loved ones. 

 

Thank you to all who support music 

ministry at the Ascension, by your 

prayers, presence and gifts. Especially 

for gifts from the following: 

 

Sustainers 

Pat & Jim Franklin 

The Hobbs Foundation 

Karen & Marvin Campbell 

Emily Caruso 

Susan & Lavone Dubose 

Patty & Carlton King 

Diane Williams 

Melanie & Dan Morris 

The Family of June Scott 

Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Nancy & Lee Ellis 

Sally & Young Boozer 
Clyde Eller 
 
In Honor of Pat & Jim Franklin 
Penelope & Richard Andersen 
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Ellen Brooks 

Lee Ellis 

Susan Dubose 

Tim Marquardt 

2021 Vestry Nominees 

Ellen has been a member of this parish all her life. She current-

ly serves as a Verger, Lector, & Altar Guild member. She is an 

Education for Ministry graduate, has attended Cursillo,  and 

has been a delegate to the Diocesan Convention several times. 

She has chaired a number of committees including Christian 

Education, Worship, and most recently the Rector Search 

Committee. She has previously served on the following com-

mittees: Curate Advisory, Finance, Stewardship, and Youth; 

and, has been a Church School teacher, Bible School teacher, 

Forum Class Coordinator, and College Liaison. She has served 

on the Vestry several times. On the Diocesan level, she chaired 

the most recent Bishop Search Committee, and is an elected 

member of the Disciplinary Board. 

Susan has been a member of Ascension for the past several 

years after relocating to Montgomery. She is a member of 

the Ascension Choir and Daughters of the King.  

In her professional life, she has been a teacher and for the 

past four years, served as the Education Coordinator for the 

Alabama Bicentennial.   

Lee Ellis has been a member of the church since 

1975. He served on the vestry approximately 2012

-2015, and served as Senior Warden. Lee has also 

been a previous member of the Finance Commit-

tee.  

Tim has been a member of Ascension for 6 years, after 

moving to Montgomery in 2012 from Scottsdale, AZ 

with his wife, Kris. Tim served most recently on As-

cension's Rector Search Committee, and is a regular at 

the Men's Prayer Breakfast on Thursday mornings. He 

is also an active supporter of the Church's outreach as 

part of the Lunches for Learning program in Honduras.  
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Mary Anne Martin Robert Prescott 

Liza Simpler 

Mary Lee Yelverton 

Liza Cardinal Simpler is a lifetime and active member 
of the Church of the Ascension. She grew up acolyting 
for the church and upon moving back to Montgomery 
she tutored for four years in the Ascension’s New Be-
ginnings program. She is currently a canvasser for the 
2020 Stewardship Campaign. Liza is a Dance Educator 
for the Montgomery Public School system, hired 
through Alabama Institute for Education in the Arts. 
She is married to Miland and has one child, Ann Lang 
(1 year) who is enrolled at Ascension Day School.   

Mary Lee has been a member of Church of the Ascension 

since 1985. She was subsequently married in the church, 

attended confirmation with her husband John, baptized her 

two daughters Lee and Jane, and attended confirmation 

for them at Ascension. She has served as the director for 

Vacation Bible School, director of Ascension Day School, 

taught Sunday School, served as leader of a women’s 

book/bible study, served on the Stewardship committee, 

served on the Rector Search Committee, served on the 

Vestry, participated as a tutor for New Beginnings, and 

has also been a participant of TLC and ECW, serving as 

Rum Cake Chairman. Currently, she is serving on the 

Stewardship Committee, attending Women’s Bible study, 

and participating in TLC. 

Robert has been attending Ascension since 2010.  He is the 

husband to Christine and father to Margie Anne.  Robert is 

an attorney with the Alabama Department of Transporta-

tion.  He has been involved with the Brotherhood of St. 

Andrews, served as an usher, and helped out in the kitchen 

cooking Sunday morning breakfast.   

Mary Anne has been a member of Ascension since 1985. 

She is the Ascension Outreach Committee senior mem-

ber, and is a faithful volunteer for Ascension special 

events.  Mary Anne is also a member of Daughters of the 

King.  

As the Interstate Character Council, Inc. interim presi-
dent. she coordinates the annual Alabama Character Day 
Program usually held at the Alabama Department of Ar-
chives and History. The ICC also organizes the Alabama 
Character Awards for students' essays that are connected 
with the Alabama History Day Competition sponsored by 
the Alabama Humanities Foundation.  


