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In the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus asks his disciples to watch and
wait with him in his last night.
They stay, but they fall asleep. He
wakes them and chides them again
to stay awake, keep watch, pray,
wait. They sleep. The bridesmaids
fall asleep and are unprepared
when the bridegroom comes. The
cock crows, the betrayal has happened three times—even by one
loved and trusted.

BULK MAIL
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

There is a tragic sense to life. Not
simply because of the many calamities and sufferings that come upon
us, but because of the expectations
of ourselves and others that go
unmet. Between the sufferings we
experience and our inability to
“measure up” to our own or someone else’s belief in who we think
we should be—we can find that not
only disappointment and depression begin to settle in, but fear and
frustration with the world and
even God.

CHURCH OF THE
ASCENSION

We believe in
sharing the
experience of
love and grace by
seeking
relationship with
God and one
another.

The Tower
Watch and Wait...

Phone: 334-263-5529

BoL Family Christmas Caroling
Sunday, December 13
4:00—6:00pm
Meet in Back Parking Lot

December 2020

The message of western civilization is that we should succeed and
thrive as happy individuals living a
care free existence. But that message is a false narrative which is
unhelpful at the least and harmful
to those who truly believe in it.
When we attempt to live into other
people’s standards for us or even
our own expectations of what we
should or should not do, can or
cannot be, we have limited the expectations God has for us with our
own narrow view. Our real struggles are not due to falling short of
meeting expectations, they are not
even the suffering we so often experience; our real struggles are
that we have yet to trust that God

believes in us, desires us, and loves
us as his children.
The disciples, the bridesmaids,
even Peter fall short of expectation; but they never fall short of
God’s love for them. It is this love
that inspires God’s actions those
many years ago to be born of a virgin and laid in a manger in Bethlehem.
God made manifest—
choosing the clothing of our human frailties and fears—is the divine act of love that reminds us
again and again that the expectations of this life are not grounded
in our success, our happiness, our
ease but in the intertwining of our
spirits with God and one another.
Jesus’s death on a cross is a manifestation of the true nature of what
it means to be human—the tragic
sense of life. Jesus’s birth in a stable is a testament and witness to
the inherit love of what it means to
be made human by a divine creator. It is easy for us to get distracted and lost in our problems and
our pain. But Jesus’ birth and
death remind us that suffering is
part of life and that there is more
to our suffering. To sit with this
season of Advent is an opportunity
to embrace compassion for ourselves, for others, for the world.
This season of Advent invites us to
watch and wait—celebrating the
birth of a savior while awaiting his
return. To that end, I would invite
you to be intentional in your own
observation of Advent. Use an Advent calendar with your children
(or your dogs—there is a great one
at Sams Club). Make an Advent
wreath—we have everything you
need except the greenery at the
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Budget from the Past:
1920
Minister's Salary
church and would be delighted for you to come and pick
one up. Participate in Los Posadas—we will safely offer
hospitality and passage to the Holy Family again this year
as they travel from home to home. Take eight minutes
everyday to open the Advent Meditation in your daily
email, listen to the music link provided, and reflect on the
words offered by our choir. Be intentional about setting
aside every Wednesday at noon to listen to the organ recitals in the Trawick-Scott Recital Series as a way of being
still—watching and praying. Practice charity by donating
a Christmas Food Box or being a part of the Milton Lewis
Memorial Christmas Tree Angel Project.
There are so many ways of making Advent a time of preparation—even in your home. Instead of decorating all at
once, you might space out the decorating over the four
Sundays of Advent to then enjoy throughout the Christmas season. Set up a manger in the middle of your home
and then participate in your own Los Posadas by moving
your Mary, Joseph, and donkey around the house until
they reach the manger on Christmas Eve. Even all the
cooking and baking done in preparing for the holiday can
be offered in the sense of expectation and delight.

Church Pension Fund

225

Jack Bailey, son of Casey and Evans Bailey.

Diocesan Assessment

150

Organist and Music

400

Baptized November 7,2020.

Choir

500

Sunday School

100

Postage and Printing

100

Repairs

200

Insurance

100

Lights, Fuel, etc.
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Andrew Akin,
Senior Warden
Laura Brendle
Susan Copeland
Henry Weatherly
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Eliza Claire Auman, daughter of Kindall
and Ben Auman.

75

Baptized November 8, 2020.

200

Mr. Glenn Sylvest,
Junior Warden
Brittney Calhoun
Lacy Gibson
Nick Mielke

Interest and Sinking Fund 500
180

Total...............................$5,705
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My, how times have changed!

Elizabeth Conner
Frank Johnston

Hugh Alsabrook, Archivist

This Advent, I pray you might take time to watch and
wait as we anticipate the joyous celebration of our Savior’s birth and his coming again.

Light and Life,
Candice+

2020

$3,000

Miriam Taylor, daughter of Courtney and Robbins

Gil Steindorff
Peter Waldo

Taylor. Baptized November 21, 2020.

SHINING OUR LIGHT
2020 STEWARDSHIP UPDATE
(As of 11/19/2020):
169 Pledges totaling $940,148.00
2020 Pledges Collected To-date:
$726,144.67
Pledges are important not only in properly
budgeting for the church, but in our growth and
transformation as we give to God to partner with
God in doing his work in the world.

Robert Gould,
Treasurer

Happening #77

Matt Bledsoe,
Clerk of the Vestry

Happening #77 will be at Camp McDowell this year,
March 5—7, 2021 for high school youth in grades 10th through 12th.

What is Happening?
NEW in The Vineyard!
These soft nativity sets are available at the Vineyard,
and are $35 each. Perfect Holiday gifts for little
ones!
Contact Libby at vineyardcota@aol.com to arrange a
shopping time, or she is happy to deliver to you. You
can also follow the Vineyard Bookstore on
gram for specials!

Insta-

Throughout the weekend, “Happeners” work and play, sing, share,
Pray, and worship together. It is a personal encounter with the living
Christ as expressed in the traditions of the Episcopal Church.
Please reach out to Candice+ or Drew if you have any questions, and
also if you would like to attend this Spring. The deadline for registration is
Saturday, February 20th.
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MUSIC NOTES

CONTRIBUTIONS

Sing to the Lord a new song
WOW!
The Trawick-Scott Advent Recital Series 2020
There is at least one great bright spot in this pandemic! Because we
will not invite live audiences and performers into our church during this
time of quarantine and social distancing, we invited four world-class
organists to send in virtual performances for our Advent Recital Series.
Each of them has enthusiastically to this project, and I am so excited for
each of them to offer their talents and help prepare our hearts, minds
and bodies for Christmas. This is the 21st season of the series, which
was established to bring beautiful music to our community and to provide a time of rest and reflection in the midst of the pre-Christmas season.
Many people have expressed that they have wanted to be able to attend
the recitals, but that their work has prevented their presence. This is
your chance! If this opportunity is new for you, recitals are presented
on the Wednesdays of Advent, and, as stated above, are a time to step
back from the busyness of the pre-holiday season and remember the
reason that we celebrate Christmas.

So, this year, here is what you should do to be part of this year’s offering:
Commit to setting aside 30 minutes (really an hour, so that you can
have some time before and/or after to have lunch or just
breathe) on the Wednesdays of Advent.

Memorial Donations Received in November
In Memory of Charles C. Hubbard, Sr.:

Christmas Flowers

Hugh Alsabrook

Deadline: December 18

Elizabeth and Arthur Mazyck
Tina and John Wilson
Alleen Cater
Lyla Hohnka
Jane McConnell
Kitty and Winston Sheehan
In Memory of John Scott:
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Kitty and Winston Sheehan

It's time to get in your Christmas flower names - memorial, honorarium, and thanksgiving - to the church
office. Christmas flower envelopes can be found in the
church office, and letters will be sent soon to former
Christmas flower donors asking for names and donations. You may send those directly to the church office
by December 18.
Monies collected by honoring and remembering our
loved ones goes toward beautifying our sanctuary
during the Christmas season.

At noon on Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, and 23, go to the
Ascension website, coascension.org, and follow the Trawick
-Scott Advent Recital Series link to hear about a half hour
of music from these diverse and wonderful performers.
(Please see the flyer included for a list of the performers.)
Invite family, friends and coworkers to tune in, also. I would like
to support these world-recognized musicians by having a great
number of people listening.
Thank you to all of you who have supported music at the Ascension
and especially this offering. Let’s build on 20 great years of beautiful
and inspirational music and bring more people into the beauty of Ascension. As we prepare for Advent, we will also be connecting with
great musicians from around the world, bringing Ascension to the
world.
See you in Advent!
—Becky Taylor

The Music Ministry Discretionary Fund
has been established to provide special
resources for the music program at Ascension. Gifts are welcome in honor,
thanksgiving and memory of loved ones.
Thank you to all who support music
ministry at the Ascension, by your
prayers, presence and gifts. Especially
for gifts from the following:
Sustainers
Pat & Jim Franklin
The Hobbs Foundation
Karen & Marvin Campbell
Emily Caruso
Susan & Lavone Dubose
Patty & Carlton King
Diane Williams
Melanie & Dan Morris
The Family of June Scott
Anonymous
Anonymous
Nancy & Lee Ellis
Sally & Young Boozer
Clyde Eller

Meet our Altar Guild

Altar Guild service embodies the Church of the Ascension's mission of sharing love and grace with God
and one another. The Altar Guilds contributions are an outward devotion to the greater glory of God as
we do our humble, quiet work to prepare the sacraments, care for the vessels, linens, hangings and
candles, for our congregation and the community. Preparing these items for worship is more than a
task, it is a true mission. The sacraments are outward and visible signs of the inward and spiritual
grace given by Christ. The gift of our time and talent to serve God and one another in his house is a
very great privilege.
Tending to and making ready the space and objects for worship requires a willingness to make sacrifices of the Altar Guild members time, usually beyond anything offered to the church before. It takes
precedence over many personal, social, and family considerations. The Altar Guild provides a critical
service, as the Altar is the center of our Christian Church. Around it God's people gather to celebrate
the mysteries of Christ's body and blood. The Eucharist along with our baptism bind us to Christ.
Whatever we do to live out our Christian life gets renewed and nourished at the Altar.
Altar Guild prayer:
“Almighty God, grant we beseech thee, that we may handle holy things with reverence and perform our
work with such faithfulness and devotion that it may rise with acceptance before thee and obtain thy
blessing, through Christ our Lord. Amen.”
There are 12 monthly Altar Guild directors: Libby Weatherly, Laura Brendle, Daisy Bear, Pat Bamman,
Pat Rutland, Nan Barganier, Cara Coreale, Virginia Humphrey, Margaret Hunt, Elizabeth Conner, Polly Williamson, and Emilie Reid.
Stacia Bailey is the incoming chair of the Altar Guild, and Elizabeth Conner is the outgoing chair. The
two new altar Guild members being trained in 2021 are Amy Jenkins and Carol Jones.
Current Altar Guild
Members are as

Elizabeth Conner

Debbie Hobbs

Gloria Rawlings

follows:

Jessica Copeland

Virginia Humphrey

Emilie Reid

Susan Copeland

Margaret Hunt

Pat Rutland

Cara Coreale

Anne Kimzey

Lauren Smith

Wanda Devereaux

Valerie Lee

Tuttie Voltz

Pat Dunn

Debbie Mathis

Libby Weatherly

Lisa Franklin

Patty McDonald

Ginny White

Barbara Gaston

Foy McGowin

Polly Williamson

Lacy Gibson

Richard Norris

Stuart Yelverton

Debbie Hackett

Caroline Novak

Stacia Bailey
Pat Bamman
Nan Barganier
Daisy Bear
Alice Blake
Laura Brendle
Ellen Brooks
4

5

