
Prayers for Ascension 
Parishioners: Paul Davis, Brittany Wade, Ginny White, Diane Dzuirlik, Martha Jane Dawson, Ron 
Wright, Mary Ed Davis, Debbie Steindorff, Glenn Cain, Diane Williams, Bill Wall, Jimmy Yoder, Chris 
Lewis, Al Cantrell, Violet Monson and Family, Jim Franklin, Sue Hicks, Frances Hill, Jane McConnell, 
Betty Godbold, Sophie Xides, and Edith Crook. 
   

Families and Friends: Brenda Davis Roehm, Lally Hutto McGurk, Elania Murphy, Fred Limmer, Rob 
Bell, Lisa Barfoot, The Tyson Family, Peter Cathey, Billy Harper, Cerina and Jon Crooks, Jules Hobbie, 
and May Benedict Steindorff. 

Thank you for the many ways you give to Ascension, including through your financial 

gifts.  In working to meet your giving needs we are offering a new way to give to CoA 

through Venmo.  You will notice a new card in the pew with the word Giving on top. 

These cards not only contain the information to give through a device, they also serve as 

the outward visible sign of that giving and may be placed in the collection plate to be 

gathered and blessed together with everyone else’s gifts as a reflection of our partnering 

together with God and one another to do God’s work in the world.  ‘And of thine own 

have we given thee.’ 

Ways to Give at Ascension 
† On Venmo App: 

@ChurchoftheAscension-Montgomery, look for our logo! 
Paying with a Debit Card —No Fee 

Paying with a Credit Card—3% Fee, deducted from amount sent 
ONLY amount sent to the church will be posted to contribution statement 

QR Code Fee on ALL transactions—1.9% + 10 cents 
ONLY amount sent to the church will be posted to contribution statement 

 

† Text-to-Give: Text the word “give” to 833-901-2138.  
 

† Go to www.coascesnion.org and click the green “GIVE HERE” button. 
† You can contact Tracy Hinton, our Parish Administrator, at thin-

ton@coascension.org or at 334-263-5520 to set up a bank draft.  
† Gifts can also be given through checks or cash.  Giving envelopes available upon 

request—contact Tracy Hinton. 
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The Post Communion Prayer 
After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
The priest blesses the people, saying 

 
May the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

 and the blessing of God Almighty the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen 

Hymn in Procession 529 In Christ there is no East or West (McKee) 
 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 
in him no south or north, 

but one great fellowship of love 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
2 Join hands, then, people of the faith, 

whate’er your race may be. 
All children of the living God 

are surely kin to me. 
 

3 In Christ now meet both east and west, 
in him meet south and north. 

All Christly souls are joined as one 
throughout the whole wide earth. 

 
Dismissal 
 
Voluntary Partita on “Hyfrydol”  (D. Gawthrop) 

The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  
 
Communion Anthem  Draw us in the Spirit’s tether (H. Friedell) 
Communion Hymn: 324 and 398 
 
Lay Eucharistic Commission 
In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you go 
may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.  
All: We who are many, are one body because we all share in one bread, one cup.  

Fraction Anthem Hymn S163 Lamb of God (R. Powell)  



[Remember Justin, the Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Glenda our bishop; and 
Candice and Drew, our clergy all who minister in your Church.] 
 
[Remember all your people, and those who seek your truth, especially Joe, our President; Kay, our Gover-
nor; Steven, our Mayor.   
 
We pray for the safety of our armed forces both here and abroad, and we give thanks for Ascension Day 
School. 
 
Remember those who need comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them cour-
age and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  We pray especially for Paul     
Davis, Brittany Wade, Mary Ed Davis, Debbie Steindorff, Jim Franklin, Glenn Cain, Dianne Williams,   
Jim Yoder, Ann Thorington, Chris Lewis, Al Cantrell, Sue Hicks, Violet Monson, Frances Hill, Edith 
Crook, Bill Wall, Betty Godbold, Sophie Xides, and Jane McConnell. 
 
[Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, especially those in whose memory the altar flowers 
are given, Laslie Pharr Mooney, Monty and Sam Pharr, Dan Wilson, Daniel Clay Wilson, Mark Howard Wilson, 

Elizabeth Wilkinson Rast and those whose faith is known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal 
joy and light.] 
 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 

The Celebrant then continues 
And now, as our Savior  
Christ has taught us, 
We are bold to say 
 

Officiant and People                   
Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
             thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power, and the glory,  
 for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
Breaking of the Bread                BCP 364 
A period of silence is kept. 
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist Rite Two 10:30 AM Livestream 
 

Voluntary   Partita on “Hyfrydol” (D. Gawthrop) 
Introit   How like a gentle spirit  (E. John Hopkins)  
 

Hymn  372  Praise to the living Lord (Leoni) 



 Holy Baptism 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant then continues  
  There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People  One God and Father of all. 
 
The Collect of the Day: 
O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and gov-
ern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving--kindness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

The First Reading: I Kings 19:1-4 (5-7) 8-15a 

The Lessons 

A reading from the first book of Kings 
 
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a 
messenger to Elijah, saying, "So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make your life like the life of one 
of them by this time tomorrow." Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which 
belongs to Judah; he left his servant there. 
 
But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary broom tree. He 
asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors." [Then 
he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, "Get up and eat." 
He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. The angel of the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up and eat, otherwise the journey will 
be too much for you."] He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty 
nights to Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
 
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" He answered, "I have been very 
zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away." 
 
He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by." Now there was a great 
wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, 
but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, "What are 
you doing here, Elijah?" He answered, "I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites 
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life, to take it away." Then the Lord said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 
Damascus." 

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

The people stand or kneel. 

 
Then the Celebrant continues 

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. You 
formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our Crea-
tor, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not 
abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might 
find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to 
hope for salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our Savior. 
Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he 
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose 
he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the Holy 
Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to bring to fulfill-
ment the sanctification of all. 

At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the 
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to 
be consecrated. 

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who 
were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is giv-
en for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the for-
giveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his descent among 
the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and 
offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you. 

Celebrant and People (S141) 
 We praise you, we bless you, 
       we give thanks to you, 
 and we pray to you, Lord our God. 

The Celebrant continues 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon these 
gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup 
of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in 
Christ, to the praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Re-
veal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. 
 



The Great Thanksgiving—Prayer D 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 
It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true, dwell-
ing in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. 
 
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you cre-
ated them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance. 
 
Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the glory of your 
presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice to every creature under 
heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing (say), 

Announcements 
 
Offertory Anthem   Draw us in the Spirit’s tether (H. Friedell) 
 
Presentation  Doxology Old 100th 
Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord. 
People  And of thine own have we given thee. Amen  

Sanctus Hymn S129 Holy, holy, holy (R. Powell)  

Psalm 42 

Quemadmodum 
1 As the deer longs for the / wa-ter- / brooks, * 

so longs my / soul for / you, O / God. 
2 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the / liv- ing / God; * 

when shall I come to appear before the / pre- / sence of / God? 
3 My tears have been my food / day and / night, * 

while all day long they say to me, /  
"Where now / is your / God?" 

4 I pour out my soul when I / think on • these / things: * 
how I went with the multitude and led them / into • the / house of / 
God, 

5 With the voice of / praise and • thanks- / giving, * 
among / those who / keep / holy-day. 

6 Why are you so full of heaviness, / O my / soul? * 
and why are you so dis- / qui-e- / ted with-  / in me? 

7 Put your / trust in / God; * 
for I will yet give thanks to him, 
who is the help of my / counte- nance, / and my / God. 

8 My soul is / heavy • with- / in me; * 
therefore I will remember you from the land of Jordan, 
and from the peak of Mizar a- / mong the / heights of / Hermon. 

9 One deep calls to another in the / noise of • your / cataracts; * 
all your rapids and / floods have • gone / o- ver / me. 

10 The Lord grants his loving- / kind- ness • in the / daytime; * 
in the night season his song is with me, 
a prayer to the / God / of my /life. 

11 I will say to the God of my strength, 
"Why have / you for- / gotten me? * 
and why do I go so heavily while the / en- e- / my op- / presses 
me?" 

12 While my / bones are • being / broken, * 
my enemies / mock me / to my face; 

13 All day / long they / mock me * 
and say to me, / "Where now / is your / God?" 

14 Why are you so full of heaviness, / O my / soul? * 
and why are you so dis- / qui- e- / ted with- / in me? 

15 Put your / trust in / God; * 
for I will yet give thanks to him, 
who is the help of my / counte- • nance, / and my / God. 



The Epistle: Galatians 3:23-29 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Galatians. 
 
Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be revealed. Therefore the 
law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. As many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no 
longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the promise.  

  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Then, all standing, the Deacon or a Priest reads the Gospel, first saying 

      The Gospel of the Lord. 
People      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus and his disciples arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he stepped 
out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he 
did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the 
top of his voice, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not tor-
ment me" -- for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had 
seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds 
and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, "What is your name?" He said, 
"Legion"; for many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the 
abyss. 
 
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons begged Jesus to let them enter 
these. So he gave them permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the 
herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 
 
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then 
people came out to see what had happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom 
the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those 
who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with 
great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he 
might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, "Return to your home, and declare how much God 
has done for you." So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him. 

The Gospel: Luke 8:26-39 

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share 
in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your 
Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the     
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water 
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed 
from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Baptism 

Each candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant, or to an assisting priest or deacon, who then im-
merses, or pours water upon, the candidate, saying 
 
George, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Teddy, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
When this action has been completed for all candidates, the Bishop or Priest, at a place in full sight of the 
congregation, prays over them, saying 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your serv-
ants the forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your  
Holy Spirit. Give them an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to 
know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen. 
 
Then the Bishop or Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the 
cross [using Chrism if desired] and saying to each one 
 
George, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

Teddy, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever. Amen. 

When all have been baptized, the Celebrant says 
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
Celebrant and People 
 
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, 
and share with us in his eternal priesthood. 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People  And also with you. 



Leader  Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Leader  Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
Leader  Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
The Celebrant says 
 

Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of 
his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever. Amen. 

Thanksgiving over the Water 
 
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying   
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

We know that Christ is raised and dies no more 
embraced by death he broke its fearful hold; 

and our despair he turned to blazing joy. Alleluia! 
 

We share by water in his saving death. 
Reborn we share with him an Easter life 

as living members of a living Christ. Alleluia! 
 

The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life. 
The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of God. 

Baptized we live with God, the Three in One. Alleluia! 
 

A new creation comes to life and grows 
as Christ’s new body take on flesh and blood. 

The universe restored and whole will sing: Alleluia! Amen. 

Hymn 296 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more (Engelburg) 

Celebrant 
 
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of crea-
tion. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it 
your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 
Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life. 

Sequence Hymn 411 Oh bless the Lord, my soul (St. Thomas (Williams)) 

The Sermon: The Rev. Andrew S. Brislin 

Infants and Younger Children 
Then the candidates who are unable to answer for themselves are presented individually by their Parents 
and Godparents, as follows 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I present George Nathaniel Hawthorne and Theodore Albert Hawthorne  to receive the Sacrament of    
Baptism. 

When all have been presented the Celebrant asks the parents and 
godparents 
 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God's help. 

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates 



 
Celebrant 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ? 
 
Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God's help. 
 
Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the candidates who can speak for themselves, and of the 
parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the infants and younger children 
 
Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
   
Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of 
  God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
   
Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer I renounce them. 
   
Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer I do. 
   
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer I do. 
 
Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer I do. 

After all have been presented, the Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying 
 
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
 
People We will. 
 
The Celebrant then says these or similar words 
 
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
   
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
                     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
           and born of the Virgin Mary. 
           He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
           was crucified, died, and was buried. 
           He descended to the dead. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
           He ascended into heaven, 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
   
Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
People  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
                     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
           and born of the Virgin Mary. 
           He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
           was crucified, died, and was buried. 
           He descended to the dead. 
       On the third day he rose again. 
           He ascended into heaven, 
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
           He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
   
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
People  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
            the holy catholic Church, 
            the communion of saints, 
            the forgiveness of sins, 
           the resurrection of the body, 
            and the life everlasting. 
   
Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the bread, and 
  in the prayers? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
   
Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return  
  to the Lord? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?  
People  I will, with God's help. 
 
Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity  
  of every human being?  
People  I will, with God's help. 

Prayers for the Candidates 

Leader  Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
Leader  Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
   
Leader  Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People  Lord, hear our prayer. 
   


