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A Word from the Rector 
Even in these years of pandemic and uncertainty, the Church has offered a presence of stability 
and permanence.  This is no less true of Ascension.  It has also offered a time of discernment as 
we think toward our future and what it means to be a presence in Montgomery.  That 
discernment process identified three areas of growth—Ascension Day School, the choir, and 
our neighborhood—that we believe our mission and ministry serve.   
 
ADS continues to be one of the premier day schools in Montgomery.  The waiting list of children 
and young parents that wish to enroll in the school continues to grow.  Our new director has 
innovative and inspiring ideas that will only benefit our children and their development. 
 
Under the inspiring leadership of our choir director, the choir continues to grow and has 
maximized their current space.  In order to meet their growing needs, they will benefit from a 
larger space better suited to their rehearsals and more adaptable as their needs change. 
 
CoA has always been known for her outreach.  During the pandemic, her presence in the 
neighborhood was a source of comfort and hope.  There is not a day when neighbors are not 
found sitting in her gardens or playing on her lawns.  We are a resource to our neighborhood 
and want to take a more intentional role in developing this resource and encouraging positive 
change in the future progression of the Garden District.   
 
ADS inspires “The Way” for all the little ones that journey through our halls. 
 
The choir inspires “The Truth” through the music of our beautiful liturgy in knowing God. 
 
Our neighborhood represents “The Life” with which we continue to grow in relationship as we 
build God’s Kingdom in the Garden District. 
 
Come and be a part of The Way, The Truth, and The Life here at CoA.   
 
Candice+ 
 
 
Our Prayer for the Campaign  
 
Almighty God, maker of heaven and earth, inspire your people by your creative vision in the 
growing of your church, that we may partner with you and one another to share in The Way, 
The Truth, and The Life.  Amen. 
 
 



 
Areas of Focus  
 
Defining The Way: Ascension Day School 
 
Since the formation of Ascension Day School in 2012, we have had the opportunity to extend an 
engaging, Christ-centered educational experience to the youngest members of our parish, as 
well as our community at large.  When the program began ten years ago, our initial cohort 
consisted of sixty students, from newborns to K5, spread across six classrooms; ADS has now 
grown to encompass ten classrooms with more than 120 students, and the school’s most 

monumental 
blessing has now 
become its 
biggest 
challenge.  To 
accommodate 
the growing 
demand for 
placements into 
the ADS program, 
we have plans to 
construct four 
new classrooms 
to accommodate 
an additional fifty 
to sixty students.  
 
Since the school 
was formed a 
decade ago, ADS 
has provided a 

nurturing Christian environment that gives our children the finest preparation for life and 
further education by fostering self-confidence, an enthusiasm for creativity and learning, and a 
clear sense that they are children of a living, loving God. Beyond the spiritual component that 
ADS extends, it also provides a quality academic preparation for elementary school and beyond 
– in recent years, nearly all of our students have been accepted to the private school or public 
magnet program of their choice.  Our vision for expansion will extend that offering to a 
community of 180 students.    
 
It is of particular importance to note that the school has served as a vital point of introduction 
to many young families, both natives and newcomers to Montgomery, who are now members 
of Ascension.  At a time when many churches struggle to attract young families, Ascension 
continues to grow its ranks, and ADS has played a vital role in this important growth area.  We 



are fortunate to witness God’s continued blessings on Ascension Day School and the students 
who call Ascension home.   
 
 
Defining The Truth: The Ascension Choir  
 
With the expansion of Ascension Day School’s footprint, we have been given the opportunity to 
relocate the choir to a wonderful new space on the 4th floor.  It has been uniquely designed to 
support the needs of our choir with no detail left unchecked. Working alongside architect and 
Ascension member Robert Cole and his son Les, we have envisioned an artful space for the 
choir that is both 
beautiful and 
practically 
designed to 
accommodate 
the specialized 
needs of the 
music program.  
The architects 
have received 
considerable 
input from Becky 
to ensure the 
space fulfills all 
the unique 
requirements of 
the choir.  We 
are confident it 
will provide a 
suitable 
rehearsal space 
for many years to come.   
 
Our church has a long tradition of beauty and excellence in worship, greatly enhanced by the 
work of the Ascension Choir. Through our worship, we are prepared for our service to the 
world, through healing, deliverance, guidance, and inspiration that occurs when we enter God’s 
presence with praise and thanksgiving.  We are grateful for the beauty the choir adds to 
Ascension’s worship experience throughout the year, and look forward to welcoming them to 
their new home.   
 
Defining The Life: Joshua House and the Labyrinth Garden as A Hub for our Community  
  
While the Joshua House exists along the periphery of Ascension’s campus, it has long been at 
the heart of our outreach and youth ministries.  Joshua House provides an important space for 



our feeding 
ministries (Beans 
& Rice and Food 
Box), the nearly 
70 youth who 
comprise 
Ascension’s own 
Cub- and Boy 
Scout Troops, as 
well as weekly AA 
meetings.  It also 
welcomes ADS 
students during 
the school’s 
summer program, 
hosts weekly 
ballet classes, and 
provides the 
students a 
recreation space 

during times of inclement weather.  Joshua House also provides overnight accommodation to 
groups visiting Montgomery for mission trips and pilgrimages.  In short, it stands as a living, 
breathing symbol of our service to our local community.  With all of this activity, we have 
envisioned a tailored renovation of the space that best suits its current use and our vision for 
how it will be 
used in years to 
come.  To suit 
the growth of 
Ascension’s 
youth 
population, we 
intend to use the 
renovated space 
for an annual 
EYC lock-in, 
Happening, as 
well as other 
diocesan youth-
related events 
throughout the 
year.  Fulfilling 
our mission of 
being a good 
neighbor, we will 



continue to open our 
doors to groups like the 
Garden District 
Preservation Association, 
the Capital City Master 
Gardener Association, 
and the Bishop’s Task 
Force on Reconciliation.  
Our plan seeks to make 
the Joshua House an 
even more vital part of 
our campus with our 
youth and outreach at 
the heart of our mission.  
We also seek to offer a 
more welcoming face to 
our neighborhood, much 
as we have achieved 

with the installation of the Transfiguration Garden.   
 
One of the most exciting aspects of our work at Joshua House includes our vision for an 
expanded green space and labyrinth garden on the north side of the property along Hull Street.  
With the acquisition our neighboring property at 1414 S. Hull Street, we have been given the 
opportunity to extend our outdoor footprint with a beautified space intended to offer a 
peaceful realm 
for spiritual 
reflection and 
prayer.  
Ascension’s 
Labyrinth Garden 
will beautify the 
northern section 
of our campus, 
while reaching 
out to those 
neighbors who 
make up this 
part of the 
Garden District.  
In short, it 
represents an 
investment both 
in our campus 



and into our community.   
 
Leadership  
Clergy: The Rev. Candice B. Frazer, The Rev. Drew Brislin  
Vestry: Frank Johnston (Senior Warden), Ellen Brooks (Junior Warden), Elizabeth Conner, Tim 
Marquardt, Liza Simpler, Gil Steindorff, Peter Waldo, Mary Lee Yelverton, Scott Bamman, 
Virginia Humphrey, Phillip Sellers, John Wilson 
Campaign Leadership: Daniel Hughes and Virginia Humphrey (Co-Chairs)  
Don Vaughan (Building Committee Chairman) 
Barrett Austin (Communications Committee Chairman) 
Peter Waldo (Landscape Committee Chairman) 
 
We are grateful for the support of the entire Vestry and our campaign strategic team members, 
all of whom have made financial commitments in support of CoA’s Capital Campaign.     
 
 
Total Proposed Capital Campaign Goal: $2,800,000     
Please note that any pledge commitments may be payable over a term of up to five years.   


